stories from the front

George Katakalidis
Scores with Daphne’s Greek Café
and Keeps Playing the Field

by Melissa Rich

Forced fo find a job whan an injury stopped his profassional career In lis
tracks, Geonge Katakalidis gpent fime *soul searching” bafore he slowly
wamed fo the Idaa of owning a restourant or fwo. Now, with 75
Caphne’s Gresek Café locotions, he's discoverad a CEO's [fe Bn't
so different from a pro athleta’s.

7 plaryed cenler midfield most of my ife in soccer and | loved baing the fidld geneml.
I 2ssmnce thal's whot I'm doing nowrin o different flomak.”

Boen in Gmece ond mizad in Tomnio, e eniered professional soccer o the ripe old
oge of 18 ond ployed in Mew Yodk, Son Joss ond findly Son Diego.

“While | wos injured | hod 0 good nine morths o figure ou what | wos ealy good
at.” A businass monogement dagree ameody under his bell, *| s0id you now, I'm o bit
of on eneprenswe” Geek ond othleic, hedth food was his passion. “When | was o
kid | loved weodking in resicaonts. | hod a bot of k. | never owned one mrasdf ond (he
iden} exciled me guile o bt

He sored small with Greek fo Go in Somenio Yoy, | wosn't some if | was going
o enjoy the resioword indusig. One mskoeediear told me os [ wos fisl gelfing in the
besinems 'once you getin, you con't ged oul."” Hooked, by the third opeaing be decided
o "upscole evenything” ond expond the menu. Dophee’s wos bom.

Esponsion meant Crange Comnly ond los Angeles, "bul on oppodunity come io
open in Soolisdole and we fought Phoenix could be o good morket

The Arizoro rarked is, "o liths bit moe sparse. The market ilelf i cvenoiuied oz
compored fo San Disgo, meoning there are o lol of reshournis for less people. But it
is o meach widear morkst koo ond if's dso growing ond donging dl e fre.”

His biggest complnin oot the indsiry: * Deding with loar mokems thol just doa't gei
it and they'r consianily irying o figore o wary bo iox e restouond indusieg. All of thess
foms in essence ore hoes on e peoples, nol necessorily on estousn operdios.”
His suggesfion: “Pay llow mokan) o lof less, 50 this woy eyl ooy iolk obou whal's
impariont. Cut heir budget in bolf, * he chuckles.

He scoms of shoegic plonring, "whess the menu is going o svohe o, whees ihe
colegory Sesk o o whole will evobe o, 0s opposed o doytordoy opemiing.”

et up, he's ready to onchise Dophne's. °l did nol fesl hol we ooold do it very
weell before this lime. " And be jusi secumd o 7 000 squam foot spoce in downiown: Son
Diego kor on wpecde Greek resiouont: new nome, rew compary.

Will the revss resiouronk be the fint of many uniis? "Sioy hned.” A ive leom leader,
be'll nevemr memdl @ play in the middle of the gome. ™
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